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Youth Crime in Thomson, Canada
Thomson is ranked as the second city with the highest rates of youth crimes in Manitoba Province. Data derived from Statistics Canada’s Crime Severity Index, shows that the city has a higher prevalence of violence with a crime index of 569.85 recorded in 2019, which was a 60 percent increase from 2018 (Darbyson, 2019). 
Demographics of the city (brief description of the city i.e. location, population size of police force, any interesting factors that may contribute to youth crime etc).
The city is located 800 kilometres North of Winnipeg, and it has a population of 14,784 people (Statistics Canada, n.d). Based on 2011 population statistics, Thomson has 237 police officers per 100,000 of its total population (Statistics Canada, n.d). As the “Hub of the North”, Thomson is the second busiest in the province and has many young people coming from more than 40 remote communities which are mostly First Nations and Northern Affairs Settlements. In other words, most of the youths who have been committing crimes in the region are “transient individuals” who come to the city looking for job after college and if they do not find one, then, they resort to involving themselves with all sorts of crimes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In fact, statistics shows that about 90 percent of charges laid by Thomson detachment involve young people from outlying communities. In regard to this, there are so many factors associated with their delinquency unemployment having the largest implication. Statistics shows that in 2018 alone youth unemployment in Thompson was 15%, the highest rate ever recorded in comparison to 75.0 percent national average (Statistics Canada, n.d). According to Canada’s Government analysis, young people aged 15 to 24 who do not have a source of income are the ones mostly linked with crimes in the city. They go around assaulting individuals walking the path; they snatch their handbags, pickpocket, and if met with resistance draw pocket knives and scare the victim away. These are the most common non-violent crimes the youth commit in streets. 
What are the major youth crime issues and possible reasons contributing to youth crime in my city? 
Although there are many job opportunities in the city, more than half of them require job seekers to have a bachelor’s degree. In my city, individuals who mostly involve themselves with crimes come from settlement areas and they only have high school certificate or at least a diploma. Therefore, getting a job becomes a nightmare. While on the process of searching at least for low paying jobs, difficulties finding a meal, and inability to stay out of trouble takes precedence over their life and these are the major reasons contributing to youth crime in the city. 
What enforcement strategies would you put in place?
One of the most feasible enforcement strategies I would put in place is the implementation of a “policing model” that connects social service providers and law enforcement agencies to help with identifying at-risk youths and perhaps give them some help. The other enforcement strategy I would put in place is the implementation of strong surveillance measures and if possible increase the number of police officers per 100,000 populations. 
What programs and services are in place to deal with youth and youth crime?
There are many programs put in place to deal with youth and youth crime in Canada. For example, StreetReach is a program rolled out in Thompson to help prevent vulnerable youths in the county. With the program, the county has been able to secure funds it uses to help homeless youth among other vulnerable groups of people who are likely to involve themselves with crimes due to different socioeconomic problems they are facing. Also, there are other programs put in place to help youths with mental illnesses and drug abuse. 
What strategies would you employ to deal with this crime issue and why?
The best approach to deal with the crime issue is to figure out why youths commit most crimes in the first place and, then, come up with a plan or a program that addresses the findings. I would use a combination of intervention strategies, which include peer mentoring and support systems to help youths keep away from drug abuse among other risky activities. One of the strategies I would use with those who do not have a bachelor’s degree, is to help them join skill-building workshops to gain more skills they could use to create job for themselves or even find jobs in some industries that require specific skills sets. This way, we would be able to lower unemployment rates and as a result reduce youth crimes. 
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